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A native of Silver Springs, Maryland, LCDR Kitts is a graduate of the
U.S. Naval Academy. Kitts — a member of Class of 2001 — majored in
Aerospace Engineering and graduated with distinction. His first
assignment was to Naval Air Station (NAS) Pensacola for Undergraduate
Flight Training.

Upon receiving his wings in 2003, Kitts reported to Strike Fighter
Squadron (VFA) 106 at NAS Oceana for initial F/A-18 Hornet training.
After completing the Fleet Replacement Syllabus, Kitts was assigned to
the Ragin’ Bulls of VFA-37 in Oceana, Virginia. He immediately deployed
with his new command and flew combat operations in support of
Operation Iraqgi Freedom. He served as the Schedules Officer, Division
Officer, and the Air-to-Air and Air-to-Ground Weapons Training Officer.

Kitts was then selected for Class 133 at the U.S. Naval Test Pilot School (USNTPS) located aboard NAS
Patuxent River in Patuxent River, Maryland. Following his graduation from USNTPS, he joined Air Test
and Evaluation Squadron (VX) 23 to serve as an F/A-18 test pilot, Landing Signals Officer (LSO), and
project officer within the VX-23 Ship Suitability branch. Kitts was responsible for managing and
planning the engineering and experimental flight test of Ship-based Air Traffic Control and landing
systems and fixed wing fighter aircraft.

Completing his orders to VX-23, Kitts reported to Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5 in Atsugi, Japan as the
Strike Operations Officer. He spent a majority of the following two years embarked on the USS George
Washington (CVN 73) where he was responsible for coordinating several multi-national military
exercises and for generating the daily operational air plan for the ship. Additionally, Kitts served as the
key coordinator in charge of distributing emergency supplies during Operation Tomodachi. These
efforts supported the U.S. Navy’s humanitarian operations in response to the great Eastern
earthquake and tsunami of 2011.

Returning to the U.S., Kitts reported to the Sidewinders of VFA-86 at NAS Lemoore, California, for his
squadron department head tour. There he served as the Safety Officer, Maintenance Officer and
Operations Officer. He was embarked on the USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) and participated in the
multinational Rim of the Pacific Exercise in 2014.

Currently assigned to VX-23, Kitts serves as a Test Pilot, LSO instructor and Project Officer for the second
phase of carrier-based developmental test (DT-1l) of the F-35C at the F-35 Lightning Il Patuxent River
Integrated Test Force (ITF). In this capacity, he is responsible for leading, managing and training a
highly diverse team of technicians, engineers, administrative support staff and test pilots in preparation
for the F-35C’s second ship trials.

Kitts is a member of the Tailhook Association and the Society of Experimental Test Pilots. He has
flown more than 2,000 hours, 21 combat missions, and has logged more than 400 arrested landings.
His personal awards include the Air Medal for strike flight as well as the Navy Commendation and
Navy Achievement Medals.



